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SERMON IIL

Abrahams offering up his Son Ifaac.

Genesis xxii. 12.

And he faid^ Lay not thine Hand upon the Lad^ neither

do thou any thing unto him ; for now I know that

thou fcarefi God^ feeing thou haft not withheld

thy Son^ thine only Son from me,

THE great Apoftle Pi::ul, in one of his cplftlcs, informs

us, that " whatfoever was written aforetime was writ-

ten for our learning, that we through patience and comfort

of the holy fcripture mioht have hope." And as without faith

it is impoffible to pleafe God, or be accepted in Jesus, the

Son of his love ; we may be affured, that whatever inftances

of a more than common faith are recorded in the book of

God, they were more immediately defigricd by the holy Spirit

for our learning and imitation, upon whom the ends of the

world are come. For this reafon, the author of the epiftle

to the Hebreivs^ in the xith chapter, mentions fuch a noble

catalofiuc of Old Teftament faints and martyrs, " who fub-

dued kingdoms, wrought rightcoufnefs, flopped the mouths

of Jions, isc. and are gone before us to inherit the promifes."

A fufficient confutation, I think, of their error, who lightly

efteem the Old Teftament faints, and would not have them

mentioned to chriftians, as pcrfons whofe faith and patience

we are called upon more immediately to follow. If this was

true, the apoftle would never have produced fuch a cloud of

witncilcs out of the Old Teftament, to excite the chriftians

of the firft, and confequently purefl: age of the church, to

continue ftcdfaft and unmioveablc in the profeftion of their

faith. Amidft this catalogue of faints, methinks the patriarch

Abraham fhines the brightcO', and differs frcm the others, as

ons



[ 39 3

one ftar differeth from another ftar in glory j for he fhonc

with fuch diftinguiflied luftrc, that he was called the " friend

of God," the " father of the f^iithful ;'* and thofe who bclicv e

on Christ, are faid to be " fons and daughters of, and to

*' be blefled with, faithful Abraham.'" Many trials of his faith

did God fend this great and good man, after he had com-
manded him to get out from his country, and from his

kindred, unto a land which he fhould fhew him j but the laft

was the moll fevere of all, I mean, that of ofi-ering up his

only fon. This, by the divine aiTiftancc, I propofe to make
the fubjecl of your prefent meditation, and, by way of con-

clufion, to draw fome practical inferences, as God fhall enable

me, from this inftru6tive ftory.

The facred penman begins the narrative thus; verfe i.

" And it came to pafs, after thefe things, God did tempt

Abraham." After thefe things, that is, after he had under-

went many fevere trials before, after he was old, full of days,

and might flatter himfelf perhaps that the troubles and toils of

life were now finifhed ;
" after thefe things, God did tempt

Abraham" Chriftians, you know not what trials you may
meet with before you die : notwithftanding you may have

fufFered, and been tried much already, yet, it may be, a

greater meafurc is fllll behind, which you are to nil up. " Be
not high-minded, but fear." Our laft trials, in all probabi-

lity, will be the greateft : and we can never fay our warfare

is accomplifhed, or our trials finiflied, till we bow down our

heads, and give up the gho{|-. " And it came to pafs, after

thefe things, that God did tempt Abraham"
" God did tempt Abraham" But can the fcripture con-

iradicSt itfelf ? Does not the apoftle James tell us, " that (jOD
tempts no man;" and God does tempt no man to evil, or

on purpofe to draw him into fm ; for, when a man is thus

tempted, he is drawn away of his own heart's luft, and en-

ticed. But in another fenfe, God may be faid to tempt, I

mean, to try his fervants ; and in this fenfe we arc to under-

fland that paflage of Matiheiu^ where we are told, that,

" Jesus was led up by the Spirit (the good Spirit) into the

vvildernefs, to be tempted of the devil." And our Lord, in

that excellent form of prayer which he has been pleafed to

give us, dQCS not require us to pray that we may not abfo-

C 4 lutelv
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iutely be led into temptation, but delivered from the evil ot

it ; whente we may plainly infer, that God fees it fit fome-

tinies to lead us into temptation, that is, to bring us into fuch

circumftances as will try our fjith and other chriftian graces.

In this fenfe we arc to underftand the expreffion before us;

'* Got) did tempt or try /Ibrohan:,^'

How God was pl^afed to reveal his will at this time to his

faithful fervanr, whether by the Shech'inab^ or divine appear-

ance, or by a fmall ftill voice, as he ipolcc to Elijah^ or by a

whifper, like that of the Spirit to Philips when he commanded

him to go join himfelf to the eunuch's chariot, we are not

told, nor is it material to enquire. It is enough that we are in-

formed, God faid unto him, Abrabanr, and that Abraham knew

it was the voice of God : for he faid, " Behold, here I am.**

O what a holy familiarity (if 1 may fo fpeak) is there between

God and thofe holy fouls that are united to him by faith in

Christ Jesus ! God fays, Abraham \ zud Abraham faid (it

fliould feem without the Icaft furpnze) Behold, here I am.

Being reconciled to God by the death and obedience of

Christ, which lie rejoiced in, and faw by faith afar ofF; he

did not, like guilty ylda?n^ feek the trees of the garden to hide

himfelf from, but takes pleaiure in converfing with God, and

talketh with him, as a man talketh with his friend, O that

CHRiST-lefs finners knew what it is to have fellowfhip with

the Father and the Son ! They would envy the happinefs of

faints, and count it all joy to be termed enthufialts and fools

for Christ's fake.

But what does God fay to Abraham? Verfe 2. ** Take

now thy fon, thine only fon Ijfaac^ whom thou loveft, and

get thee into the land of Moriah^ and offer him there for a

burnt- offering upon one of the mountains which I fhall tell

thee of.?*

Every word deferves our particular obfervation. Whatever

he >Yas to do, he mufl do it now, immediately, without con-

ferring with ilefh and blood. But what muft he do ? " Take
now thy fon.'- Had GoD faid, take now a firftling, or choiceft

lamb or beal of thy fJock, and offer it up for a burnt-offer-

ing, it would not have appeared fo ghaftly : but for God to

/iiy, " take now thy fon, and offer him up for a burnt- offer-

jjig,-' one would have imagined, was enough to fl^gger the

ftrongell
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f^rongeft faith. But this is not all : it muft not only be a
fon, but *' thine only Ton IfaaCy whom thou loveft." If jt

muft: be a fon, and not a beaft, that muft be offered, why will

not I/hma£l doy the fon of the bond-woman ? No, it muft be

his only fon, the heir of all, his Ifaac^ by interpretation

laughter, the fon of his old age, in whom his foul delio^hted

** whom thou lovcfl," fays God, in whofe life his own was
wrapped up : and this fon, this only fon, this Ifiac, the fon

of his love, muft be taken now, even now, without delav

and be offered up by his own father, for a burnt ofterin^^

upon one ef the mountains of the which God would tell

him.

Well might the apoftle, fpeaking of this man of God, fay,

that " againft hope he believed in hope, and, being ftroncr in

faith, gave glory to GoD :" For, had he not l^en bleffed with
faith which man never before had, he muft have refufed to

comply with this fevere command. For how many aro-u-

ments might nature fuggeft, to prove that fuch a command
could never come from God, or to excufe himfclf from obev-

ing it ? *' What ! (might the good man have faid) butcher
^' my own child ! it is contrary to the very law of nature:
*' much more to butcher my dear fon Ifaac, in whofe feed

** God himfelf has affured me of a numerous pofterity. But
•^' fuppofmg I could give up my own affedions, and be will-

*' ing to part with him, though I love him fo dearly, yet, if

*' I murder him, what will become of God's promife? Be-
." fides, I am now like a city built upon a hill ; I flijne as a
*' light in the world, in the midft of a crooked and perverfe

*' generation: How then fhall I caufe God's name to be blaf-

" phemed, how (hall I become a by-word among the heathen,
** if they hear that I have committed a crime Vv'hich they ab-

^' hor ! But, above all, what will Sarah my wife fay ? How
^' can I ever return to her again, after I have imbrued my
" hands in my dear child's blood? O that Gon would pardon
^' me in this thing, or take my life in tht; place of my fon's!"

Thus, I fay, Abraham might have argued, and that too fecm-

ingly with great reafon, againft complying with the divine

command. But as before by faith he confidered not the dead-

iiefs of Sarah's womb, when (he was paft age, but believed on

him^ who faid, *' Sarah thy wift (hall bear thee a fon indeed;'*

i fo
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fo now, being convinced that the fame God fpoke to and

commanJed him to ofl'cr up that fon, and knowing that God
was able to raife him from the dead, without delay he obeys

the heavenly call.

O that unbelievers would learn of faithful Abraham^ and

believe whatever is revealed from God, though they cannot

fully comprehend it! Abraham knew God commanded him to

offer up his fon, and therefore believed, notwithiVanding carnal

reafoninor might fuggeft many objections. We have fufficient

teilimony, that GoD has fpoken to us by his fon j why (hould

ve not alfo believe, though many things in the New Tefta-

n^.ent are above our rcafcn ? For, where reafon ends, faith

beoins. And, however iniidels may ftile themfelves reai'mers,

of all men they are the moft unreafonable: For, is it not con-

trary to all re ijbn, to meafure an infinite by a finite under-

ilanding, or think to find out the myfleries of godlinefs to

perfection ?

But to return to the patriarch Jbrahsrn : We obferved be-

fore what plaufible objections he might have made ; but he

anfwered not a fingle word : no, without replying againft his

Maker, we are told, verfe 3. that " Abraham rofe up early in

the morning, and faddled his afs, and took two of his young

men with him, and Ff^ac his fon, and clave the wood for the

burnt-oficring, and rofe up and went unto the place of which

God had told him."

From this verfe we may gather, that God fpoke to Abraham

in a dream, or vifion of the night : For it is faid, he rofe up

early. Perhaps it v/as near the fourth watch of the night,

juft 'before break of day, when God faid. Take now thy fon;

and Abraham rifes up early to do fo ; as I doubt not but he

ufed to rife early to offer up his morning- facrificc of praife

and thank fgiving. It is often remarked of people in the Old

Teftamcnt, that they rofe early in the morning; and particu-

larly of our Lord in the New, that he rofe a great while be-

fore day to pray. The morning befriends devotion ; and, if

people cannot ufe {o much felf- denial as to rife early to pray,

1 know not how they will be ^ible to die at a {take (if called

to it) for Jesus Christ.

I'he humility as well as the piety of the patriarch is obferv-

able : he faddKd his own afs (great men Ihuuld be humble ;)

and
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and to (hew his fincerity, though he took two of his young
men with him, and Ifaac his Ton, yet he keeps his defii^n as a

fccret from them all : nay, he docs not fo much as tclJ Sarah

his wife : for he knew not but (he might be a fnare unto him
in this affair ; and, as Rchehah afterwards, on another occa-

fion, advifed ^acoh to flee, fo Sarah alio might perfuade Jfaac

to hide him.felf ; or the young men, had they known of it,

might have forced him away, as in after-ages the foldicrs ref-

cucd "Jonathan out of the hands of Saul. ^Mi Abraham fought

no fuch evafion, and therefore, like an Ifraeliu indeed, in whom
there was no guile, he himfelf rcfolutely " clave the wood for

the burnt-offering, rofe up and went unto the place of which

God had told him." In the fecond verfc God commanded
him to offer up his fon upon one of the mountains which he

would tell him of. He commanded him to offer his fon up,

but would not then directly tell him the place where : this

was to keep him dependent and watching unto prayer: for

there is nothing like being kept waiting upon GoD; and, if

we do, affuredly GoD will reveal himfelf unto us yet further

in his own time. Let us pra6tife what we know, follow pro-

vidence fo far as we can fee already ; and what we know not,

what we fee not as yet, let us only be found in the way of

duty, and the Lord will reveal even that unto us. Abraham

knew not dire<5tly where he was to offer up his fon j but he

rifes up and fets forward, and behold now God fliews him :

f' And he went to the place of which God had told him."

Let us go and do likewife.

Verfe 4. *' Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his

eyes, and faw the place afar off.'*

So that the place, of which God had told him, was no lefs

than three days journey diftant from the place where God firft

appeared to him, and commanded him to take his fon. Was
not this to try his faith, and to let him fee that what he did,

was not mcerly from a fudden pang of devotion, but a matter

of choice and deliberation ? But who can tell what the aged

patriarch felt during thefe three days ? Strong as he was in

faith, I am perfuaded his bowels often yearned over his dear

fon Ijaac. Methinks I fee the good old man walking with

his dear child in his hand, and now and then looking upon

him, loving him, and then turning i'fide to weep. And per-

haps,
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haps, fometlmes he flays a little behind to pour out his heart

before God, for he had no mortal to tell his cafe to. Then,

methinks, I fee him join his fon and fervants again, and talk-

ing to them of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God,
as they walked by the way. At length, ** on the third day,

he lifts up his eyes, and faw the place afar off." And, to fhew

that he was yet fincerely refolved to do whatfoever the Lord
required of him, he even now will not difcover his defign to

his fervants, but " i'aid, verfe 5. to his young men," (as we
iliould fay to our worldly thoughts, when about to tread the

courts of the Lord's houfe) " Abide you here with the afs

;

and I and the lad will go up yonder and worfliip, and come

again to you." This was a fufficient reafon for their flaying

behind; and, it being their mafter's cuftom to go frequently

to worfhip, they could have no fufpicion of what he was going

about. And by Jbraham's faying, that he and the lad would

come again, I am apt to think he believed God would raife

him from the dead, if fo be he permitted him to offer his

child up for a burnt-offering. However that be, he is yet

refolved to obey God to the uttermoft ; and therefore,

Verfe 6. " Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering,

and laid it ups^n Jfaac his fon ; and he took the fire in his

hand, and a knife, and they went both of them together."

Little did Ifaoc think that he was to be offered on that very

wood which he was carrying upon his fhoulders ; and there-

fore Ijaac innocently, and with a holy freedom (for good men

ihould not keep their children at too great a diilance) " fpake

unto Abraham his father, and faid, My father; and he (with

equal affection and holy condefccnfion) faid, Here am I, my
fon." And to fliew how careful Ahrahaiv had been (as all

chriftian parents ought to be) to inftrudl his Ifaac how to

facrifice to God, like a youth trained up in the way wherein

he fliould go ; Jjaac faid, '* Behold the fire and the wood

;

but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering ?" How beautiful

is early piety ! how amiable, to hear young people afk quefti-

ons about facrificing to God in an acceptable way ! Ifaac

knew very well that a lamb was wanting, and that a lamb

was neceffary for a proper facrifice :
" Behold the fire and the

wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering r" Young

men and maidens, learn of him.

Hitherto,
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Hitherto, it is plain, Ifaac knew nothing of his father's de-

{yyn : but I believe, by what his father faid in anfwer to his

quertion, that now was the time Abraham revealed it unto

him.

Ver. 8. " And Abraham faid, My fon, God will provide

himfelf a Lamb for a burnt-ofFering." Some think, that

Abraham by faith faw the Lord Jesus afar off, and here

fpakc prophetically of that Lamb of God already flain in

decree, and hereafter to be a61:ual]y offered up for fmners*

This was a lamb of God's providing indeed (we dared not

have thought of it) to fatisfy his ownjuftice, and to render

him juft in juftifying the ungodly. What is all our fire and

wood, the belt preparation and performances we can make
or prefent, unlefs God had provided himfelf this Lamb for

a burnt-offering ? He could not away with them. The
words will well bear this interpretation. But, whatever

Abraham might intend, I cannot but think he here made an

application, and acquainted his fon, of God's dealing with

his foul ; and at length, with tears in his eyes, and the ut-

nioft affeciion in his heart, cried out, " Thou art to be the

lamb, my Son ;" God has commanded me to provide thee

for a burnt-offering, and to offer thee upon the mountain

which we are now afcending. And, as it appears from a

fubfequent verfe, Ijaac^ convinced that it was the divine will,

made no refinance at all : For it is faid, " They went both

of them together ," and again, when we are told, that

Abraham bound Ifaac^ we do not hear of his complaining,

or endeavouring to efcape, which he might have done, be-

ing (as fome think) near thirty years of age, and, it is plain,

capable of carrying wood enough for a burnt-offering. But
he was partaker of the like precious faith with his aged father,

and therefore is as willing to be offered, as Abraham is to of-

fer him : And " fo they went both of them together."

Ver. 9. At length '* they came to the place of which

God had told Abraham. He built an altar there, and laid

the wood in order, and bound Ijaac his fon, and laid him

on the altar upon the wood.'*

And here let us paufe a while, and by faith take a view

of the place,where the father has laid him. I doubt not but

the blefl'ed angels hovered round the altar, and fang, *' Glory

be to God in the higheft," for giving fuch faith to man.'

Come,
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Comp, all ye tender-hearted parents, who know what It Is

to look over a dying child : fancy that you faw the altar

ereded before you, and the wood laid in order, and the

belove Ifaac bound upon it : fancy that you faw the aged pa-

rent (landing by weeping. (For, why may we not fuppofe

that Jhraha?n wept, fmce Jesus himfclf wept at the grave

of Lazarus ?) O what pious, endearing exprefiions pafled

now alternately between the father and the fon ! Jofephus re-

cords a pathetic fpeech made by each, whether genuine I

jcnow not : but methinks I fee the tears trickle down the

Patriarch Abrahain\ checks ; and out of the abundance of

the heart, he cries. Adieu, adieu, my fon ; the Lord gave

thee to me, and the Lord calls thct away ; bleiled be the

name of the Lord : adieu, my Ifaac^ my only fon, whom
I love as my ovvn foul ; adieu, adieu. I fee IJaac at the fame

time meekly refigning himfelf into his heavenly Father's

hands, and praying to the mofl High to ftrengthen his earthly

parent to ftrike the {troke. Bat why do I attempt to defcribe

what either fon or father felt ? It is i^mpofiible : we may in-

deed form fome faint idea of, but (hall never fully compre-

hend it, till we come and fit down with them in the kingdom

of heaven, and hear them tell the pleafing ftory over again.

Haften, O Lord, that blefled time 1 O let thy kingdom

jcome !

And now, the fatal blow is o-oins: to be Q;ivcn. "And
Ahraham ftretched forth his hand, and took the knife to

flay his fon.*' But do you not think he intended to turn away

his head, when he gave the blow ? Nay, why may we not

fuppofe he fometimes drew his hand in, after it was flretched

out, willing to take another lait farewell of his beloved Ijaac^

3nd defirous to defer it a little, though refolved at laft to

ftrike home ? Be that as it v/ill, his arm is now ftretched

out, the knife is in his hand, and he is about to put it to

iiis dear fon's throat.

But fing, O heavens I and rejoice, O earth ! Man*s ex-

tremity is God's ^opportunity : for behold, jufl as the knife,

in all probability, was near his throat, ver. ii. " the

angel of the Lord, (or rather the Lord of angels, Jesus

Christ, the angel of the everlafting covenant) called unto

Jiim, (probably in a very audible manner) from heaven,

and faid, Abraha?n^ Abraham, (The vvoid is doubled,

to
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to engage his attention ; and perhaps tlie fudJennefs of the

call made him draw back his hand, juft as he was o-oin"-

to ftrike his fon.) And Abraham laid, Here am I.*'

" And he faid, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, nei:hcr

do thou any thing unto him : for now know I that thou

feareft God, feeing thou haft not withheld thy fon, thine only

fon from me."

Here then it was that Abraham received his fon Ifaac from

the dead in a figure. He was in efteft offered upon the altar,

and God looked upon him as offered and given unto him.

Now it was that Abrahamh faith, being tried, was found more
precious than gold purified kszn times in the ^-z. Now as

a reward of grace, though not of debt, for this fio-nal a(5l of

obedience, by an oath, God gives and confirms the promife,
*' that in his feed all the nations of the earth fhould be

blefled," ver. 17, 18. With what comfort may we fuppofe

the good old man and his fon went down from the mount,
and returned unto the young men ! With what joy may we
imagine he went home, and related all that had paflcd to

Sarah ! And above ail, with what triumph is he now exult-

ing in the paradife of God, and adoring rich, free, diAin-

guifliing, clcvSling, everlafting love, which alone made him
to difPcr from the reft of mankind, and rendered him worthy

of that title which he will have fo long as the fun aiid the

moon endure, " The Father of the 'faithful !"

But let us now draw our eyes from the creature, and do

whTii Abraham^ if he was prefenr, would dircv^l to ; I mean,

fix them on the Creator, God blefled for evermore.

I fee your hearts affeded, I fee vour eyes weep. (And in-

deed, who can refrain weeping at the relation of fuch a ftory ?)

But, behold, I fliew you a myftery, hid under the facrifice

o^ Abraham's only fon, which, unlefs your hearts are hardned,

muft caufe you to weep tears of love, and that plentifully too.

I would willingly hope you even prevent me here, and are

leady to fay, *' It is the love of GoD, in giving Jesus
«' Christ to die for our fni^." Yes ; that is it. And yet

perhaps you find your hearts, at the mentioning of this, not

fo much af}e(5^ed. Let this convince you, that we are all

fallen creatures, and that we do not love God or Christ

as we ought to do ; for, if you 2i^mixQ Abraham offering up

his
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his IfaGc^ how much more ought you to extol, magnify and

adore the love of God, who (o loved the world, as to give his

only begotten Son Christ Jesus our Lord, *' that whofo-

cver believeth on Him (hould not perifli, but have evcrlaff-

ing life ?" May we not well cry out, Now know we, O
Lord, that thou haft loved us, fince thou haft not withheld

thy Son, thine only Son from us ? Abraham was God's
creature (and God was Abrahams friend) and therefore un-

der the highcft obligation to furrendcr up his Ijaac. But O
ftupendlous love ! whilft we were his enemies, God fent

forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, tha^

he might become a curfe for us. O the freenefs, as well as

the infinity, of the love of God our Father ! It is unfearch-

able: I am loft in contemplating it; it is paft finding out.

Think, O believers, think of the love of God, in giving

Jesus Christ to be a propitiation for our fins. And when

you hear how Abraham built an altar, and laid the wood in

order, and bound Jfaac his fon, and laid him. on the altar upon

the wood; think how your heavenly Father bound Jesus
Christ his only Son, and offered him upon the altar of hiis

juftice, and laid upon him the iniquities of us a'l. V/heti

you read of Abraham's ftretching forth his hand to flay his

Son, Think, O think, how God a£tually fuffered his Soil

to be flain, that we might live for evermore. Do you read

of 7/^^^ carrying the wood upon his (houlders, upon which

he was to be oftered ? Let this lead you to mount Calvary

(this very mount of Moriah where Ifaac was offered, as fome

think) and take a view of the antitype Jesus Christ, the Son

of God, bearing and ready to fink under the weight of that

crofs, on which he was to hang for us. Do you admire

Ifaac fo freely confenting to die, though a creature, and there-

fore obliged to go when God called? O do not forget to

admire infinitely more the dear Lord JesUs, that promifed

feed, who willingly faid, *^ Lo, I come," though under no

obligation fo to do, <' to do thy will," to obey and die for

men, " O God !" Did you weep juft now, when I bid you

fancy you faw the altar, and the wood laid in order, and

Jfaac laid bound on the altar ? Look by faith, behold the

bk-fted Jf.su:^, our all-glorious Emmanuel^ not bound, but

j>ailcd on an accurffd tree : fee how he hangs crowned with
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tfibrr.s, and had in derifion of all that arc round about hiriri:

fee how the thorns pierce him, and how the blood in purple

ftreams trickle down his ^ac^ed temples ! Kirk how th? Goii

of nature groans ! See how he bows his head, and at length

humanity gives up the ghoft ! Jjaac is favcd, biit JesUs, the

Q/OD o^ Ijaac, dies: A ram is offered up \\\ Ijone's room,

but Jesus has no fubftitute ; Jesus mult bleed, Jesus muft

die ; God the Father provided this Lamb for hirafelf from all

eternity. He mud be offered in tirtie, or man muft be damned

for evermore. And now, where are your tears ? Shall I fay,

refrain your voice from weeping ? No i rather let me exhort

you to look to him whom you have pierced, and mourn, as a

woman mourneth for her firil-borrt : for we have been the

betrayers, we have been the rhurderers of this Lord of glory ;

and fhall we net bewail thofe fins, v/hich brought the blefled

Je;sUs to the accurfed tree ? Having fo much done, fo much
fuffered for us, fo much forgiven, fhall we not love rtiuch t

O ! let us love Him with all our hearts, and mifids^ and

ftrength^ and glorify him in our fouls and bodies, for they

are his. Which leads me to a fecond inference I ftiall draw

from the foregoing difcourfe.

From hence we may learn the nature of true, juftifying

faith. Whoever underftands and preaches the truth, as it is

in Jesus, muft acknowledge, that falvatlon is GcD*s free

gift, and that we are faved, not by any or all the works of

righteoufnefs which we have done or can do : no ; We cari

neither wholly nor in part juftify ourfelves in the fight of

God. The Lord Jesus Christ is our righteoufnefs ; and

if we are accepted with God, it muft be only in and through

the perfonal righteoufnefs, the a6live and paffive obedience^

of Jesus Christ his beloved Son. This righteotjfnefs muft

be imputed, or counted over to us, and applied by faith to

our hearts, or elfe we can in no wife be juftified ift God'^

fight ; and that very moment a finner is enabled to lay hold ort

Christ's righteoufnefs by faith, he is freely juftified front

all his fins, and fhall never enter into condemnation^ not-

withftanding he was a fire-brand of hell before. Thus it was?

that Abraham was juftified before he did any good vvork : he

was enabled to believe on the Lord Christ ; it was ac-

«ountedi to him for righteoufnefs ; that is, Christ's rightc-

VoL. V. I> oufneC?
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oufnefs was made over to him, and (o accounted his. This,

this is gofpcl ; this is the only way of finding acceptance with

God : good works have nothing to do with our juftiiication

in his fight. We arejuftified by faith alone, as faith the

article of our church •, agreeable to which the apoftle Paul

fays, " By grace ye are iaved, through faith ; and that not

of yourfelves ; it is the gift of God." Notwithftanding,

o-ood works have their proper place: theyjuftify our faith,

thouf^h not our perfons ; they follow it, and evidence our

juftiftcation in the fight of men. Hence it is that the apoftle

James ^(ks, was not y^/'r^^^w juftified by works? (alluding

jio doubt to the ftcry on which we have been difcourfing) that

is, did he not prove he was in a juftified ftate, becaufe his

faith was productive of good works ? This declarative juftifi-

cation in the fight of men, is what is direClly to be under-

ftood in the words of the text j
" Nov/ know I, fays God,

that thou feareil me, fmce thou haft not withheld thy Son,

thine only Son from me." Not but that God knew it be-

fore J but this is fpoken in condefcenfion to our weak capa-

cities, and plainly fhews, that his offering up his fon was

accepted with God, as an evidence of the fincerity of his

faith, and for this, was left on record to future ages. Hence

then you may learn, whether you are bleffed with, and are fons

and daughters of, faithful Abraham, You fay you believe
;

you talk of free gr^ce and free juftification : you do well

;

the devils alfo believe and tremble. But has the faith, which

you pretend to, influenced your hearts, renewed your fouls,

and, Wkt Abraham s^ worked by love? Are your affccSlions,

like his, fet on things above ? Are you heavenly-minded, and

like him, dcryou confefs yourfelves ftrangers and pilgrims on

the earth ? In fhort, has your faith enabled you to overcome

the world, and ftrengthned you to give up your Ifnacs^ your

laughter, your mofl beloved lufts, friends, pUafures, and

profits for God ? If fo, take the comfort of it ; for juftly may
you fay, *' We know affuredly, that we do fear and love

*' God, or rather are loved of him." But if you are only

talking believers, have only a faith of the head, and never

felt the power of it in your hearts, however you may bolfter

yourfelves up, and fay, " We have Abraham for our father,

*' or Christ is our Saviour j" uniefs you get a faith of the

heart,
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heart, a faith working by love, you fiiall never fit with

Abraham^ Ifaac^ Jacobs or Jesus Christ, in the kingdom

of heaven.

But I muft draw one more inference, and with that I fliill

conclude.

Learn, O faints ! from what has been faid, to fit loofe to

all your worldly comforts ; and (land ready prepared to part

with every thing, when God fliall require it at your hand.

Some of you perhaps may have friends, who are to you as

your own fouls ; and others may have children, in whofe

lives your own lives are bound up : all 1 believe have their

Jfaacs, their particular delights of fome kind or other. La-

bour, tor Christ's fake, labour, ye fons and daughters

of Abraham^ to refign them daily in afreclion to God, that,

when he (hall require you really to facrifice them, you may
not confer with fiefh and blood, any more than the bleficd

patri:uch now before us. And as for you that have been in

any meakire tried like unto him, let his example encourage and

comfort you. Remember, Abraham your father was tried

fo before you : think, O think of the happinefs he now
enjoys, and how he is incefiantly thanking God for tempt-

ing and trying him u'hen here below. Look up often by

the eye of faith, and {cq him fitting with his dearly beloved

Jfaac in the world of fpirits. Remember, it will be but a

little while, and you fhall fit with them alfo, and tell one

another what God has done for your fouls. There I hope

to fit with you, and hear this ftory of his offering up his

Son from his own mouth, and to praif: the Lamb that fitteth

upon the throne, for what he hath done for all our fouls,

fpr ever and ever:.

D 2 SERMON


